


























The defenestrator is Philly's sporadic news¬ 
paper for resistance, creative revolution and 
action. To defenestrate Power means total 
refusal of its tools and tentacles. Like the 
Hussites who had their oppressors thrown 
down from the Prague castle into the angry 
mob below, the defenestrator wrestles power 
and privilege from its highest and most pro¬ 
tected strongholds and casts the beast out of 
the window and down into the angry hands 
of the people. 

Prison Staff! Caution ! 
Protected Private Property 

This newspaper remains property of the 
sender unless it has been personally and 
materially accepted by the prisoner to whom 
it has been addressed. In the event that the 
prisoner is denied direct access to this pub¬ 
lication, it must be returned to the sender 
with notice of reasons for failing to deliver 
to addressee. 

Get on the defenestrator 
email list! 

We send out announcements for demonstra¬ 
tions, emergency mobilizations, benefit 
events and defenestrator events. If you want 
on, send a blank email from your address to 
defenestrator-subscribe@lists.riseup.net or 
click the link on our website. The list is low 
traffic (usually about 1 message a week) and 
easy to get off if you so choose. 

the defenestrator 
PO Box 30922 
Philadelphia PA 
19104 usa 

rosa @ defenestrator.org 
www.defenestrator.org 
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Legendary singer, actress, and civil rights activist Lena Home passed away on May 9th, 2010. 
Working as a nightclub performer, recording artist, and actress across the span of seven decades, 
Horne was known for her left-wing political views and involvement with the Civil Rights Movement 
from the 40s onward. In the early part of the decade she worked with performer and activist Paul 
Robeson and performed at the integrated nightclub Cafe Society in New York. During World War 
II, Horne refused to perform for segregated GI audiences. 

From her 1964 civil rights anthem, “Now!” 

Enough with the quoting 
Put those words into action 
And we mean action now 

Now is the moment 
Now is the moment 
Come on, we’ve put it off long 

Now, no more waiting 
No hesitatin’ 

Now, now 

Come on let’s get some of that 
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Philly Cop Shoots Himsolf, Blamos Non-Existent Black 
Suspect. And Still Won’t Go to Jail! 


One People’s Project 

Maybe everyone else might want to try and 
gloss this over, but we sure as hell won’t. 

Here’s the deal: back in April, Sgt. Rob¬ 
ert Ralston claimed that he was shot by a 
robbery suspect while on patrol in West 
Philadelphia, or to make it more nuanced, 
a black man with cornrows and a mark or 
tattoo under his left eye. Anyone who deals 
with police brutality issues regularly, and 
particularly with how cops act when their 
own get shot, knows what happened next. 
An all-out manhunt went down. This is 
the same police department who can see 
nothing wrong in pulling people out of cars 
and collectively beating them down while 
news helicopters tape the scene, or with 
bum-rushing a baby shower and assaulting 
attendees while looking for a suspect that 
wasn’t there, or even with dropping a bomb 
on a city block because they are pissed 
off at a few political activists (May 12th 
was the 25th anniversary of the infamous 
MOVE bombing). So Philly’s all-out 
manhunts tend to be a problem, especially 
where shot-up cops are concerned. 

The problem is the story was BS. The cop 
shot himself. Why, no one knows, but they 
are going to show him, yes sirree bob! The 
Philadelphia Police Department is going to 


show the world that they will not toler¬ 
ate anyone sullying the uniform in any 
size, shape or form, not to mention cause 
something that takes the time, money, and 
manpower away from dealing 
with real crime. They are going 
to really, really fire this guy. 

That’ll show him. 


this just made it even more evident that 
police officers are above the law in the City 
of Philadelphia. 


What? You say he should be 
arrested and charged just like 
anyone else who would pull 
some crap like this? Oh, yeah, 
see, there’s a problem with that. 
To get him to admit to shoot¬ 
ing himself, they had to grant 
him immunity. IMMUNITY! 
Here’s an idea. If anyone got 
hassled by the police because 
of Sgt. (you know what, let’s 
call him “Mr.”) Ralston’s lie, 
Mr. Ralston should be sued. 
Hell, Mr. Ralston might be 
looking at a class action lawsuit) 
given the Philly PD’s rep. That 
doesn’t get prosecutors off the 
hook though. Someone has 
to explain to the city why the 
hell it was important, while the 
story was unfolding, to offer 
immunity to get to the truth. 
Because never mind the racial 
tensions this case has raised: 












Philly is Going to tho US Social Forum! 
June 22-2k, 2010 in Detroit Miphigan. 



USSOCIALFORUM 

DETROIT 2010 


The US Social Forum (USSF) is a MOVE¬ 
MENT BUILDING process. It is not a 
conference but a space to come up with 
the peoples’ solutions to the economic and 
ecological crises. The USSF is the next 
most important step in our struggle to build 
a powerful multi-racial, multi-sectoral, 
inter-generational, diverse, inclusive, inter¬ 
nationalist movement that transforms this 
country and changes history. 

Since January, Philadelphia organizations 
and communities have been meeting every 
third Thursday to discuss how to partici¬ 
pate in this incredible movement building 
opportunity and strengthen our own local 
movements for change. We want to make it 
possible for social change activists in¬ 
volved in all kinds of movements in Philly, 


from prisons to housing to sustainability 
and queer rights, to attend the USSF. So 
we’ve been organizing fundraising, trans¬ 
portation, housing, and lots of outreach! 

If YOU are a Philadelphian interested in 
participating in the networking extrava¬ 
ganza along with 30,000 others in Detroit 
this June, please fill out our Philly Road to 
Detroit SURVEY: http://bit.ly/deMdi7 

Let’s link up and learn from one another so 
that we can build a Philadelphia that works 
for everyone! 

For more info, contact: 

Darryl Jordan 
215-241-7178 (AFSC) 

Phillyroadtodetroit @ gmail.com 


defonestrator on facebook? OMG WTF? 


In our struggle to just barely keep up with 
the former decade's technological avant 
garde, the defenestrator crew has found 
ourselves on facebook. Hell, if a Greek 
activist dog can get it together, then maybe 
so can we. So join our group; you'll hear 
about tons of dope defenestrator related 
events, we'll tip you off about our deadlines 
personally, you can slander us on our wall, 
and maybe you can even score a date with 
"the crusher." Membership has its privi¬ 
leges. See for yourself: 

defenestrator.org/facebook 

We're also on twitter: 

http://twitter.com/defcollective 

We even maintain an email announcement 


list. It's for announcements for protests, 
parties, benefits and occasionally submis¬ 
sion deadlines. You can sign up on our web 
site (look below and to the left): 

defenestrator.org 



On May 12th, 2010, the 25th anniversary 
of the bombing of the MOVE organization, 
private criminal complaints were filed at 
the Criminal Justice Center in Philadelphia 
by attorneys Leon Williams and Michael 
Coard charging city government officials 
with the murder of eleven MOVE mem¬ 
bers on May 13th 1985. The effort was 
headed by Ramona Africa, the only adult 
survivor of that day, and followed by a press 
conference at the American Friends Service 
Committee, a rally and march in Center City, 
and a film and speakers later that night at the 
African American Museum. 

Now that the U.S. drones in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan land on funerals, car caravans, 
marketplace gatherings and weddings, now 
that death from above has become automated 
and is being escalated by America’s first 
Black president - it is worth looking back on 
that day 25 years ago, when a police heli¬ 
copter dropped a bomb on the MOVE house, 
murdering people and burning down an 
entire black neighborhood. 


f May 13th, 1985) 

Never Forgive 
Never Forget 

by Abdul John 



25th Anniversary of the MOVE Oombing: see page 13 


PA From Below 

“Pennsylvania from Below” is a recently-released 
newspaper that investigates three issues crucial to 
Pennsylvanians: Marcellus gas drilling, unemploy¬ 
ment and Keystone Opportunity Zones (tax-free — 
areas). 

Put together by a group of young people in Central 
and Southeast Pennsylvania, the issues are examined 
through the stories of those most affected. In their 
reporting, they disregarded political and business 
talking points to capture grounded stories of every¬ 
day people. 



The paper is available for free, both in print and on the internet. Visit 
www.pafrombelow.info or leave a message at 267-560-7247 to get copies. 

Israel Attacks Gaza Aid Ftotla 

by Nathaniel Miller 



Philadelphians show their solidarity with besieged Gaza 


Israeli commandos 
attacked a flotilla of 
ships from the Free 
Gaza Movement 
carrying food, medi¬ 
cal equipment, and 
building materials to 
besieged Gaza. Gaza 
has been blocked by 
Israel and Egypt since 
June 2007, denying 
basic goods to 1.5 
million people. 

At least ten people 
were killed and 
dozens injured when 
Israeli troops stormed 
the lead ship, the Mavi 
Marmara, with guns blazing, quickly taking 
control of the vessel and killing at least 
10 of the activists on board. Simultaneous 
operations took place on other five ships, 
though no one was seriously injured on 
them. 


The attack happened in international waters 
in the early morning on May 31st when the 
commandos dropped onto the ship from he¬ 
licopters. Israeli navy ships had been flank¬ 
ing the six ships in the flotilla, and Israel 
continued on page 9 
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Break the Chains of Student Debt! 
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IBR payment chart - ibrinfo.com 


by Alex Knight, endofcapitalism.com 

Paying back student loans can be a real 
downer. Loans can make organizing after 
college virtually impossible as they force 
debtors to work a full-time corporate or 
nonprofit job, or join the military just to 
pay them off. When I graduated from col¬ 
lege, I had $50,000 worth of student loan 
debt. I felt I was forced to get a full-time 
job, and pay them off as quickly as possible 
so in the future I could finally dedicate my¬ 
self to social change work. Luckily I didn’t 
have to make this choice, as there are other 
options available! Here are a few worth 
knowing about. 

First, you can defer or get a forbearance, to 
delay payments. Often with these you can 
delay paying your loans for years, although 
interest may accrue during that time, and 
you may be forced to make special pay¬ 
ments. For example Sallie Mae used to 
require you to pay $100 for a 6-month for¬ 
bearance on private loans, but now they’ve 
chopped this to $200 for only a 3-month 
forbearance, which often makes it almost 
pointless. Nevertheless, you can often eas¬ 
ily qualify for an “unemployment” defer¬ 
ment, even if you are working part-time. 

Second, you can try to run from your loans 
altogether and go into default. The only 
problem with this, besides destroying your 
credit rating, is if you have co-signers on 
your loans, such as parents. If you go into 
default, you’d also be screwing them over. 

A third option has recently emerged, which 
should be taken advantage of as much as 
possible. It’s called Income-Based Re¬ 
payment, and it can be used to reduce or 
eliminate your monthly payments for most 
Federal loans (not those pesky private 
ones, unfortunately). Through the federal 
government’s Direct Loan program, which 
was recently enlarged by Obama’s Health 
Care reform, you can consolidate your 
federal loans into an IBR (or Income-Con- 
tigent Repayment - ICR) plan. Payments 
then become “based” or “contingent” on 
your income, so if you work part-time and 
don’t make a lot of money, you won’t have 
to pay a lot, and you could even eliminate 
your monthly payments entirely if you 
earn less than 150% of the poverty line. If 
you’re a full-time activist like me, you al¬ 
most certainly qualify. And after 25 years, 
your debt will be forgiven. 

So check out IBR, and don’t let student 
loans stop you from dedicating your life to 
building the social movements our commu¬ 
nities and world so desperately need! 

Income-Based Repayment 

Income-Based Repayment (IBR) is a new 
payment option for federal student loans. 

It can help borrowers keep their loan 
payments affordable with payment caps 
based on their income and family size. For 
most eligible borrowers, IBR loan pay- 

0 


ments will be less than 10 percent of their 
income - and even smaller for borrowers 
with low earnings. IBR will also forgive 
remaining debt, if any, after 25 years of 
qualifying payments. 

Who can use IBR? IBR is available to 
federal student loan borrowers in both the 
Direct and Guaranteed (or FFEL) loan 
programs, and covers most types of federal 
loans made to students, but not those made 
to parents. To enter IBR, you have to have 
enough debt relative to your income to 


qualify for a reduced payment. That means 
it would take more than 15 percent of what¬ 
ever you earn above 150% of poverty level 
to pay off your loans on a standard 10-year 
payment plan. Use our calculator to see if 
you’re likely to be eligible. 

How does IBR make payments more af¬ 
fordable? IBR uses a kind of sliding scale 
to determine how much you can afford 
to pay on your federal loans. If you earn 
below 150% of the poverty level for your 
family size, your required loan payment 


will be $0. If you earn more, your loan 
payment will be capped at 15 percent of 
whatever you earn above that amount. 

Except for the highest earners, that usually 
works out to less than 10 percent of your 
total income. 

This chart shows examples of IBR payment 
caps as a percentage of the borrower’s fam¬ 
ily income, based on various incomes and 
family sizes. 

What about interest? In some situations, 
your reduced payment under IBR may not 
cover the interest on your loans. If so, the 
government will pay that interest on your 
Subsidized Stafford Loans for your first 
three years in IBR. After three years and 
for other loan types, the interest will be 
added to the total amount you owe. While 
your debt may grow if your affordable pay¬ 
ments are low enough, anything you still 
owe after 25 years of qualifying payments 
will be forgiven. 

What are qualifying payments? The 

Department of Education has indicated that 
the following types of payments will count 
towards IBR’s 25-year forgiveness period, 
as long as you are in IBR at some point 
during those 25 years. 

Payments made in the Income Contingent 
Repayment plan (ICR) before July 1, 2009. 
All payments made on or after July 1, 2009 
in the IBR, Income Contingent Repayment 
continued on page 1 5 


Thousands of Students Strike in New Jersey High 


Schools Against Budget Cuts 

by John Kalwaic 

Tens of thousands of New Jersey high schools students walked 
out of class on April 27 to protest the proposed $820 million in 
education cuts by New Jersey’s governor, Chris Christie. Around 
17,000 students walked out at Montclair, Eastern Regional and 
West Orange High School and many other high schools in New¬ 
ark and Camden. The walkout was organized through Facebook, 
a social networking site that high school students used to facili¬ 
tate communication. 

At Williamstown High School in Gloucester County 
students walked out of class and were not allowed to come back 
in by police, even after the police promised that they would be 
let back in. In downtown Newark thousands of students crowded 
City Hall chanting “save our schools.” At Montclair High School 
students held signs saying, “cut class not classes.” The budget 
cuts came after voters, thinking that the proposed budgets would 
raise property taxes, rejected the proposals. 

This action came a few months after massive walkouts 
in California by both teachers and students in high schools, 
universities, colleges and even elementary schools against 
budget cuts proposed by the governor on March 4. A resistance 
movement among student populations has built up to confront 
the persistent budget cuts to education in both California and 
New Jersey. New Jersey high school students are angry that 
their classes and extra curricular activities are being cut and that 
teachers might have their salaries cut or be laid off completely. 
The political establishment condemned the budget cuts. Gover- 



Cut class, not classes: Jersey students go on strike 
nor Christie issued a statement saying that “students should be 
in class” and the walkouts should have not been allowed to take 
place. Many students were threatened with repercussions includ¬ 
ing having driving, prom and extra-curricular activity privileges 
revoked. As the economic downturn continues there is going to 
be more scapegoating on social spending and more resistance to 
these cuts as well. The recent walkouts in California and New 
Jersey prove that students will continue to resist education cuts 
in radical ways. 




















PMIy Responds to Hash Mob with More Youth Repression 


by Judas Lee 



2008 Phillies sports mob (ie: not a "flash mob") chilling around bonfire of burning trash after 
flipping cars, looting and setting fires. The teens on South St? Tame by comparison. 


Thousands of people flooded the streets. The police made numerous arrests for disorderly 
conduct, property damage, theft, and even arson. Local hospitals reported a slew of inju¬ 
ries. 

These events occurred after the Phillies won the World Series in 2008. The city took it in 
stride. There was no public outcry, no crackdown on Phillies fans, no call to prohibit fu¬ 
ture baseball games. Riding the wave of euphoria, the public largely accepted these crimes 
as collateral damage. After all, the Series was good for the sports franchise, good for city 
tourism, and good for city pride. 

On March 20th of this year, a similar event took place. Thousands of teenagers converged 
on South Street in a flash mob. Several injuries and incidents of vandalism occurred. 

The city’s reaction, however, was very different. The local media published images and 


video of unruly and destructive African American youth. Officials painted a picture of an 
epidemic of Black teenagers terrorizing the innocent people of the city. The violence that 
occurred provided a pretense for perpetuating a longstanding racial stereotype of the threat 
of out-of-control Black youth. 

Calls to action have been overwhelmingly repressive. Nearly every commentator has 
agreed that teenagers need more discipline and the threat of stiffer punishments. Sadly, 
these reactions reflect the broader culture of security that currently exists in the U.S., 
where the solutions are always to impose more restrictions and controls over what people 
can do, to make punishments harsher, and to paint entire racial groups as potential threats 
to “our” safety. 

All of this ensures that business can continue as usual. And quite literally: one week later, 
Mayor Nutter made a big show out of strolling down South Street, demonstrating that it 
was safe to patronize the businesses there. A tattoo artist was quoted in the Inquirer as 
saying, “We wouldn’t have minded a flash mob at all... if they were all 18 years old and 
had money in their pocket.” The deeper source of anger over the flash mob, it seems, was 
the fact that it disrupted the revenue that suffering South Street business owners were 
hoping for on the first warm Saturday evening of the year. It is a joke to imagine that city 
officials and media outlets actually cared about those who were hurt. 

Repressive measures only fuel the fundamental problem, which is that there is an increas¬ 
ing lack of vibrant social scenes available to youth in the city. Failing schools, slashed 
budgets for services and programs, a growing prison-industrial complex, and the dispro¬ 
portionate impact of the recession on African Americans have severely limited the means 
available to youth for social expression, interaction, and community. 

Meanwhile, other forms of mass social gathering like sports games are funded and sanc¬ 
tioned by the city even as fights and vandalism routinely occur around these events. More 
often than not, those incidents are simply downplayed, since the events appeal to a wider 
population and bring in money to the city. 

It’s revealing that almost no one has remarked on the fact that rallying thousands of Philly 
teens through social networking and mobile technologies was an amazing feat. The securi¬ 
ty apparatus encourages blindness to the generative and resourceful aspects of what youth 
were able to achieve. The flash mob was a testament to how young people can and will 
take things into their own hands to create new forms of social gathering for themselves 
if our educational and cultural systems fail to do so. If there’s anything to be learned, it 
should be that the flash mob was not only destructive, but fiercely creative as well. 


Human Rights Coalition Courtroom Report 


May 18, Harrisburg PA: After two days of testimony from 
state prisoners and PA Department of Corrections staff, a 
six-person jury ruled against Ravanna Spencer in his law¬ 
suit against guards who beat him during a cell extraction at 
SCI-Camp Hill in 2006. 

The verdict came as no surprise to those who’d been 
watching the antics of Mr. Spencer's court-appointed attor¬ 
ney, J. Palmer Lockard, and is a cautionary tale for anyone 
forced to rely on an attorney whom they themselves did 
not choose. 

Background 

On May 13, 2006, while a prisoner in SCI-Camp Hill’s 
Special Management Unit, Mr. Spencer was one of at least 
two men who were denied food during the dinner meal. 
When his attempts to speak to the guards and to a com¬ 
manding officer were denied, he covered his cell door 
window in protest (a violation of prison rules often used 
by prisoners in “solitary confinement” units to seek the at¬ 
tention of higher-ups). After ignoring orders to uncover the 
window, he was sprayed with OC (pepper) spray through 
his food slot and then taken from his cell by a “cell extrac¬ 
tion” team. During the extraction, he was beaten, hand¬ 
cuffed and shackled, taken to another cell, beaten further, 
had his clothes cut off, and was left naked without medical 
attention for his injuries. After the extraction, prisoners in 
nearby cells report that guards bragged of “stomping the 
shit” out of him. After nearly four years of acting as his 
own lawyer, Mr. Spencer succeeded in bringing his case 


to trial and in getting the court to appoint him a pro-bono 
attorney. And that’s when his troubles started. 

The trial provided an excellent example of how not to rep¬ 
resent someone. Attorney Lockard is a professor at Widen- 
er University’s Harrisburg Civil Law Clinic and the author 
of a 2008 article in Widener Law Magazine that highlights 
the need for attorneys to be familiar with their witnesses’ 
testimony. During this trial, however, he appeared sur¬ 
prised and taken aback by his witnesses’ answers, even 
those of his client, Mr. Spencer. Lockard seemed more 
interested in ingratiating himself with the court and with 
opposing counsel than in representing his client: he did not 
interview any of the witnesses prior to the trial, was not 
familiar with the claims contained in Mr. Spencer's civil 
complaint, and seemed not to have even reviewed his sole 
exhibit (video footage of the beating) with his client. 

His halfhearted and ill-informed performance was not 
lost on the jury. In contrast with PA DOC attorney Lisa 
Baisal’s methodical, step-by-step solicitation of the DOC 
witnesses’ experiences as prison guards, Lockard led 
jurors down a vague and muddled path, conspicuously 
avoiding any questions about the identity of the person 
who can clearly be seen on the videotape punching Mr. 
Spencer as he lay prone and shackled on a metal bedframe, 
surrounded by guards. When Baisal made the astonish¬ 
ing claim that guards needed to beat Mr. Spencer (while 
shackled, handcuffed, and facedown on a metal bedframe) 
in order to take a pillow away from him, Lockard declined 


to challenge the issue, choosing instead to silence his client 
(as he did repeatedly throughout the trial) with a pinched 
face and irritated wave of the hand as Mr. Spencer urged 
him to speak up. He continued this all the way through his 
closing statement, in which he called his client a criminal 
and suggested to the jury that finding in his favor would be 
a painful but possibly necessary task—if their consciences 
could bear it. 

Faced with this ineffective and shameful display and with 
PLRA (Prison Litigation Reform Act) requirements that 
they find specific individuals responsible for specific civil 
rights violations, jurors were forced to find in favor of the 
guards. Though it is possible that even if individual guards 
had been linked to specific violations, the jury might have 
still found against Mr. Spencer; we’ll never know because 
Lockard didn’t even ask. 

Lawyers such as Lockard who prioritize the appearance 
of courtroom gentility over the rights of prisoners are 
participants in an extensive, largely hidden, fully rational¬ 
ized system of state torture. Less than one month before 
the trial, 7 men were “cell extracted” at SCI Dallas for 
protesting guard abuse. Men were repeatedly sprayed 
with mace, shocked with tasers, punched, kicked, stripped 
naked, and left in restraints for hours. One of these men 
was Carrington Keys, who four years earlier had been cell 
extracted, maced, tasered, and beaten in the Camp Hill 
SMU after protesting his food tray missing items—on the 
same day and in the same unit as Ravanna Spencer. By 

continued on page 1 5 
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Arizona on the Delaware? Philadelphia Police Aid Deportations 


by Jen Rock 

In late April Arizona Governor signed Senate Bill 1070 into law. SB 1070, also know 
as the ‘Papers Please’ law, mandates that all police officers inquire about immigration 
status if the officer has “reasonable suspicion” that a person is undocumented. This state 
sanctioned racial profiling has received intense opposition from across the country, with 
major political and cultural figures such as basketball player Charles Barkley speaking out 
against it. 

Philadelphia has been participating in a program similar to SB 1070 for the past 2 years. 

The Philadelphia Police Department collaborates closely with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), the federal agency that focuses on deportation and detention. In the 
early winter of 2009 Mayor Nutter re-established a policy of "non-inquiry," which prohib¬ 
its police officers or any other city employee from asking about immigration status. 

Despite this policy, once a person is in police custody ICE has the opportunity to inter¬ 
view and/or detain that person. This happens in two ways. The first way is though a na¬ 
tional program called Secure Communities, which shares fingerprints from local jails with 
ICE. In the same way that finger prints get sent to the FBI, they are now sent to ICE. The 
Obama administration plans to implement this program in every jail across the country by 
2013. 


are needed. For example, if someone is robbed, they are not going to call the police for 
fear that they will be arrested, and then face deportation. Or, if someone is involved in a 
domestic dispute, they won’t call the police out of fear that they or their spouse will be 
arrested and consequentially deported. This collaboration furthers marginalization of these 
communities through fear of police and any other government agency. 

ICE claims that because these programs rely on electronic data sharing, there is no oppor¬ 
tunity for racial profiling. On the ground, we see an escalation of all too common practices 
of racial profiling within the Philadelphia Police Department. Traffic stops that already 
happen as a result of racial profiling, can now lead to deportation. Extreme punishment for 
“running a stop sign.” 

We don’t need Arizona’s SB 1070, or our own HR 2479. It is already happening right 
here in Philadelphia. 

New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia and many other groups around the city are 
working to end all collaboration between the Philadelphia Police Department and Immi¬ 
gration and Customs Enforcement. 

Join us at a Public Forum in South Philadelphia on June 27th where community leaders 
will share their experiences and concerns about these programs with city officials, deci¬ 
sion makers and hundreds of supporters. The location will be announced in early June. 


The second way ICE obtains information is through a contract between city officials 
and ICE, granting ICE access to the city database listing anyone in police custody at any 
moment. This database is called Preliminary Arraignment Reporting System (PARS) and 
includes name and country of origin, among other things. ICE can interview and/or detain 
anyone born out of the country who has been arrested, including green card holders, asy¬ 
lum seekers, people with Temporary Protective Status, and undocumented immigrants. 

While ICE claims that these programs target violent offenders, the reality is that over 80 
percent of people are deported due to minor charges including traffic violations. (Also, 
these policies mean that immigrants who are arrested are deported or in deportation pro¬ 
ceedings, before any trial or conviction, undermining due process.) 

Police and ICE collaborations wreak havoc in immigrant communities. Fear of deporta¬ 
tion eliminates the opportunity for immigrants to reach out to police services when they 


For more information about local organizing around this issue check out www.sanctua- 
ryphiladelphia.org. To get involved, email Jen Rock at nsmphiladelphia@gmail.com. 
There is a growing national movement calling for the end of all collaborations between 
local law enforcement and ICE. Check out http://uncoverthetruth.org, for a compilation 
of resources about communities in resistance. 



Pennsylvania Goes Raising Arizona’s 


Fascist Laws 


by Lady Liberty’s Lamp 

Not content to see Arizona be the sole butt of jokes about 
being an Orwellian police state, Pennsylvania State 
representative Daryl Metcalfe has introduced House Bill 
2479- apparently another example of Federation for Amer¬ 
ican Immigration Reform (F.A.I.R) inspired authoritarian 
nonsense. 

This shouldn’t come as a shock to Pennsylvania, the state 
that's home to both noted immigrant basher Dan Smeriglio 
and the violent neo-nazi gang “Keystone State Skinheads,” 
to say nothing of the disgusting spectacle surrounding the 
horrific beating death of Luis Eduardo Ramirez Zavala by 
six high school football players in Shenandoah, PA. 

Here is what Metcalfe has introduced: 

• Creating a new criminal offense for illegal aliens 
who violate federal law by either willfully failing to 
register as an alien or failing to possess proper proof 
of such registration when stopped for another primary 
offense such as a traffic violation. 

• Requiring law enforcement officers to attempt to veri¬ 
fy the immigration status of suspected illegal aliens. 

• Creating a new criminal offense for persons who are 
unlawfully present in the United States and are an 
unauthorized alien applying for work. 

• Allowing law enforcement officers to arrest illegal 
aliens for any public offense which would warrant 


removal from the United States. 

• Creating a new felony offense for intentionally smug¬ 
gling illegal aliens for profit; and authorizing law 
enforcement officers to impound any vehicle driven 
by an illegal alien, or used to transport illegal aliens. 

House Bill 2479 also incorporates several other previously 
introduced National Security Begins at Home provisions, 
including cracking down on “Sanctuary” cities, employers 
who refuse to use the federal government’s FREE e- 
verify system to verify the immigration status of potential 
employees or that knowingly hire illegal aliens, and ending 
access to public benefits without verification of lawful 
status within the United States. 

Considering that Metcalfe essentially plagiarized the Ari¬ 
zona bill, the same criticisms about SB 1070 can be leveled 
against HB2479: 

• The bill is too broad in its scope, leaving the duty of 
determining what constitutes an “illegal alien” up to 
the personal prejudices of the individual officers 

• Gives legislative approval to racial profiling (unless 
there’s a silent epidemic of undocumented Canadian 
or Swedish workers in Pennsylvania) 

• Forces police officers to perform tasks outside the 
normal scope of their duties- tasks that they are not 
trained to carry out 

• Overworks police officers, leading to diminished 
capacity for their primary jobs 


• Blurs the separation between federal and state govern¬ 
ments. Federal agencies have their own enforcement 
arms; the local police do not enforce ATF regulations, 
nor do they perform tax audits or conduct groundwater 
testing. 

Of course, both this bill and Arizona’s SB 1070 carry 
the stamp of approval from Dan Stein, which raises the 
suspicion that Metcalfe didn’t draft THIS bill either, but 
had it handed to him by F.A.I.R. F.A.I.R. has a colorful 
past when it comes to racial issues, this being thoroughly 
dissected by Rachel Maddow on her MSNBC program in 
recent months. 

What’s ironic is that HB2479 explicitly intends for the 
state to crack down on “sanctuary cities.” This is prob¬ 
ably lost on the majority of its supporters who advocate 
a “smaller government,” as it means the STATE govern¬ 
ment would have legislative power over CITY govern¬ 
ment. Government overreach is government overreach, 
regardless if it’s done in service to a law that panders to 
someone’s racist paranoia. 

Most ridiculous is Metcalfe’s assertion that this law will 
“save money” for Pennsylvania. It costs Pennsylvania 
citizens $34,844 per year to house 1 inmate. If 140,000 
inmates are added to prison system, that comes out to 
$4,878,160,000 per year. This is, charitably, at odds with 
the $728 million Metcalfe claims to have annually pro¬ 
jected saving from this bill. 








New Arizona 

by Joel Olson 

In the midst of the Arizona state government passing the 
most outrageous anti-immigrant law since the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882, several happenings pass unnoticed 
by the national media. At a packed Flagstaff City Council 
meeting discussing the law, waves of people declare 
publicly that they are undocumented, practically daring 
law enforcement officers to arrest them. At the same 
meeting, a member of a radical immigrant rights group 
receives thunderous applause for demanding the repeal of 
all anti-immigrant laws and declaring the right of all 
people to “live, love, and work wherever they please.” 
Even the most conservative city councilman admits he 
liked the notion. Down in Phoenix, high school students 
spontaneously organize a school walkout through mass 
texting, without direction from the established immigration 
reform organizations. This infuriates the organizations 
because it pre-empts “their” planned protests. And then 
these same students chuck water bottles at cops when they 
arrest one of their own. 

Welcome to the new Arizona. 

Arizona has been dragged through the mud by the media 
and national opinion over the passage of SB 1070, a 
heinous anti-immigration law that massively expands 
police power in the state, basically mandating racial 
profiling and making it a crime to associate with undocu¬ 
mented people. Much of this derision is deserved. The law 
was crafted by one of the most nativist politicians in the 
country, State Senator Russell Pearce of Mesa, and signed 
by Governor Jan Brewer, who is running as far to the right 
as she can in order to win the coming Republican primary. 
The anti-immigrant sentiment is so strong in this state that 
even our “maverick” U.S. Senator, John McCain, endorsed 
the bill. McCain, who supported immigration reform when 
he ran for president in 2008, is also up for reelection this 
November. 

Anti-immigrant sentiment is so widespread it could change 
the political landscape here—for the worse. The rumor is 
that Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio—who began the 
nativist sensation in Arizona in 2006 with his roadblocks 
and sweeps for “illegals”—is going to run for governor 
against Brewer. Andrew Thomas, the Maricopa County 
Attorney who is otherwise known as Arpaio’s mini-me, 
recently quit his job in order to run for state attorney 
general. Pearce salivates at the thought of replacing Arpaio 
as County Sheriff. So if you think things are bad now, wait 
until November, when we could have Arpaio, Thomas, 
Hayworth, and Pearce running the state. It’s enough to 
make David Duke exhale a low whistle. 

But the courageous actions of undocumented workers and 
high school students suggest that nativism will not rule the 
Grand Canyon State without a fight. And those from below 
just might win. 

You can see the kernel of the new Arizona in the shell of 
the old in the Repeal Coalition, a grassroots, all-volunteer 
organization with chapters in Flagstaff and Phoenix. As 
one of its main organizers, Taryn Jordan, explains, the 
group was formed in 2008 to fight anti-immigrant legisla¬ 
tion. “We knew something like this [SB 1070] was 
coming, and we’ve known it for a long time,” says Jordan. 
“Our goal in Repeal was to provide a new face of resis¬ 
tance to it.” 

And it is new. Most immigrant rights groups here call for 
“comprehensive immigration reform,” a law that would 
create a long, arduous path to citizenship for only some 
undocumented people, while leaving many in legal limbo. 
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The Repeal Coalition, however, argues 
for the repeal of all anti-immigrant laws. 

“We demand the repeal of all laws— 
federal, state, and local—that degrade and 
discriminate against undocumented 
individuals and that deny U.S. citizens 
their lawful rights,” their literature states. 

“We demand that all human beings—with 
papers or without—be guaranteed access 
to work, housing, health care, education, 
legal protection, and other public benefits, 
as well as the right to organize.” 

Flagstaff Repeal Coalition organizer 
Ashley Cooper says that in the current 
anti-immigrant climate, repeal is the only 
relevant demand. “You can’t reform these 
laws; you can only repeal them,” she 
says. “And this gets to the heart of the 
issue. In a global economy, where goods 
and services move effortlessly across 
borders, humans deserve the same 
freedom. The only way to achieve that is 
to repeal existing laws, not create 
complicated and difficult paths to 
citizenship that only some people will be 
able to access.” 

The group is finding an increasingly 
receptive audience for its message, 
especially among undocumented people 
and college and high school students. 

Repeal’s approach to political organizing 
is also different from most immigration 
reform organizations. “Our goal is not to 
work for the people but to work with 
them,” explains Phoenix organizer Ceci 
Saenz. “We believe that the people should 
be leading this struggle—and that they 
already are leading it.” Repeal’s task, she 
explains, is to facilitate this leadership by bringing 
people together, encouraging them to “develop their 
militancy,” and to provide a political framework for their 
struggle, which is expressed by their slogan, “No more 
hate, harass, and blame: Freedom for all people to live, 
love, and work where you please!” 

Flagstaff Repeal helped mobilize the undocumented 
workers who courageously spoke out at the City Council 
meeting, for example, and they are currently organizing 
pickets at a local hotel that has harassed and abused (and 
now fired) undocumented workers there. The weekend 
before, they organized three protests in a row, which drew 
500 people in a town of 60,000. “It wasn’t even our idea,” 
explains Flagstaff Repeal Coalition organizer Katie 
Fahrenbruch. “We held a meeting just before 1070 was 
passed. When one of our volunteers asked folks what they 
wanted to do about [the law], the entire audience said 
‘Protest!’” (In Spanish, of course.) “They couldn’t collec¬ 
tively agree on a day, so they said let’s do it for three days. 
So, we helped organize it in less than twenty-four hours’ 
notice.” 

In Phoenix, the Coalition is organizing undocumented 
people, trailer park by trailer park, apartment complex by 
apartment complex. While thousands massed at the state 
Capitol the day after Governor Brewer signed SB 1070 
into law, the Repeal Coalition was with a group of several 
hundred, led by undocumented women, who led a protest 
through the Fatino neighborhoods they are organizing. 
Eater that evening they called an emergency meeting, and 
within thirty minutes there were forty undocumented 


people meeting inside a garage in a trailer park, discussing 
strategy. 

Many people have been talking about leaving the state 
since 1070 was passed, but this group did not. They talked 
about fighting. Something is new here. 

All of this is being done by a group of just a handful of 
volunteers without non-profit status and with virtually no 
budget. Three Phoenix organizers live in a “Repeal” house, 
paid for by a small grant they obtained. They agree to work 
at least thirty hours a week for Repeal in exchange for free 
rent and utilities. “We don’t live large and it’s been 
stressful since 1070 was passed, but it’s worth it,” says 
Chris Griffin. He lives in the house and spends his days 
visiting jails, courthouses, and the homes of undocumented 
workers struggling against these laws. 

This is the new Arizona. As conservative whites try to 
drive every “illegal” out of the state, and as immigration 
reform groups wait for Obama and Pelosi and Reid to put 
immigration reform on the agenda, folks in the Repeal 
Coalition are holding mass meetings of undocumented 
workers and are going to the hangouts of high school 
students, encouraging them to take their struggle to the 
next level. And as snipers line the roof of the State Capitol, 
they are smiling every time a water bottle whizzes past a 
cop who is now empowered to check their papers. 

Welcome to the new Arizona. 

Joel Olson works with the Repeal Coalition in Flagstaff. 

He has lived in Arizona for twenty-five years. 
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Temple Hospitel Workers Launch Month-Long Strike, 


and the union was able to delay the full 
implementation of the bosses' skyrocketing 
healthcare costs. 



While all strikes are settled with compro¬ 
mises, the clout of the union following the 
strike, the solidarity that the strike created, 
and beating back of 100% of the bosses 
anti-union demands were priceless vic¬ 
tories. Furthermore, PASNAP members un¬ 
derstand that the rising costs in healthcare 
is a problem much larger than Temple and 
can not be fought one boss at a time. This 
is why PASNAP, along with other progres¬ 
sive unions, has been demanding and work¬ 
ing hard for the implementation of a single 
payer healthcare system and will continue 
to do so, now with more fervor. 


Temple nurses hit the streets 
the losses of 1999 but also made substan¬ 
tial gains in wages, benefits, and working 
conditions. 


by Bill Zoda 


In one of the more visible class warfare 


Defeat Bose s Attempt to Bust Union 

Temple’s Northeastern Hospital had served 


working class Port Richmond for decades 


and was also the community’s largest 
employer. 

The well organized campaign against the 
hospital’s closure led by PASNAP and 
the local community was something that 
Notebaert was not used to. The level of 
outspokenness and negative press attention 
that Temple received during this campaign 
clearly led to Temple’s serious demand that 
union members censor themselves from all 


battles in recent Philadelphia history, 
the administration at Temple University 
Hospital brazenly attempted to break the 
nurses and healthcare professionals union, 
provoking a month long strike. 

Unlike other major employers in the re¬ 
gion, Temple once portrayed an image of 
itself as an institution friendly to working 
and middle class families. To prove this, 
when its employees began to unionize, 
Temple never fought them with the vicious 
hatred that comes from most employers, 
thus Temple’s high union density. 

This attitude towards their employees and 
working people in general began to change 
drastically, and over the last decade the 
administration at Temple has become one 
of the most anti-union in the city. 

In 1999 the administration forced a miser¬ 
able contract onto the nurses union. Weak 
and unable to mount a credible strike 
threat, the administration showed no 
mercy. They pushed working conditions 
and wages down so low that in two years 
the hospital faced many nurses leaving and 
struggled to recruit new nurses to fill their 
positions. 

The nurses, instead of remaining demoral¬ 
ized, began to organize immediately. Tired 
of the low militancy and poor representa¬ 
tion of their parent union, the Temple 
nurses left and formed the independent 
Pennsylvania Association of School Nurses 
and Practitioners (PASNAP). Three years 
later and much better organized ,the nurses 
were able to mount a credible strike threat 
and won a contract that not only erased 
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Three years following the 2003 contract 
victory, the leadership of the profes¬ 
sional and technical employees union (also 
dissatisfied with the low militancy and 
poor representation of their parent union) 
approached the leadership of PASNAP to 
affiliate. They made their affiliation formal 
in a landslide election. 

Soon after their affiliation with PASNAP 
the professionals’ union saw their member¬ 
ship climb from about 30% to well over 
90%. Both the professionals’ local and the 
nurses local signed contracts maintain¬ 
ing strong gains and once again caught 
the bosses off guard, with both groups of 
workers now mounting a credible and joint 
strike threat. 

The Temple bosses now have had enough. 
Tired of being humiliated and worried 
about the threat of an increasingly orga¬ 
nized and militant workforce, Temple im¬ 
mediately began a sophisticated campaign 
to bust the union with no expenses spared. 

A year and a half prior to the strike, a new 
radical right wing and highly paid CEO, 

Ed Notebaert, was brought in to spearhead 
the anti-union battle. High priced corporate 
lawyers were exchanged for even higher 
priced corporate lawyers and Temple’s 
anti-union labor relations/human resources 
department began to swell with highly paid 
anti-union bureaucrats. This made even 
minor day-to-day workplace issues almost 
impossible to solve. 

Notebaert’s first move at Temple was to 
shut down its last community hospital. 


public criticism of the administration. 

Seeing the coming storm a year in advance, 
union members began preparing for a 
strike by finding part time jobs and saving 
money. They were not ready to surrender 
their union. 

A few days prior to the expiration of their 
contract, Temple gave to the union what 
they called a "Last, Best, and Final Offer." 
Within the offer, aside from deep economic 
and benefit concessions, laid a system¬ 
atic plan of breaking the union. Aside 
from eliminating the union shop, the boss 
proposed that the nurses’ local of the union 
separate itself from the professionals’ local 
of the union, drastically cutting down on 
solidarity and eliminating the possibility of 
a joint strike. Finally the boss demanded 
that the “union” and all union members 
censor themselves of any public criticism 
of the boss or the bosses’ policies under the 
threat of discipline. 

Such a proposal would have prevented the 
union’s campaign to save Northeastern 
Hospital and limited the union’s effort to 
secure mandated nurse to patient ratios. 

The limitations on free speech were simply 
intolerable. 

Instead of striking immediately the union 
dug in for several more months to prepare 
for a strike of several weeks duration. This 
meant more time for every member to 
secure a second income or to simply save 
even more money while at the same time 
it gave the union more time to expand its 
community campaign (including the stu¬ 
dent campaign on Temple’s campus). 

By the second week of the strike, Temple 
had already spent more fighting the union 
than it would have taken them to settle the 
strike even giving the union ev¬ 
erything it was asking for, for four 
years. 

By the one month mark, all of 
Temple’s anti-union demands were 
gone. A better wage proposal was 
on the table, including base salary 
increases for some of the lowest paid 
workers. A compromise was reached 
on a tuition benefit that the boss said 
employees would never see again 


The 2010 Temple strike will be remem¬ 
bered for decades to come but if the labor 
movement and working class are to survive 
to fight another day, the lessons of the 
strike have to be learned and understood 
now. As large strikes become increasingly 
rare, American workers are losing one 
of their most valuable tools to stem the 
increasing wealth disparities. Many unions 
lack either the political will or the organi¬ 
zational capacity to strike, thus creating an 
ever-lowering of expectations for organized 
workers. 

Dormant unions, such as those who reject 
real healthcare reform and those who 
expect to cozy up to employers as opposed 
to organizing workers or their own mem¬ 
bers, will do little to stem the increasing 
gap between rich and poor and nothing to 
educate their members of their own power 
and solidarity. 

On the positive side, countless union mem¬ 
bers from across the city came out to show 
their solidarity, many of which expressed 
a deep gratitude to the temple workers for 
“re-energizing” the labor movement in 
Philadelphia. There is a hunger for reform 
within the labor movement spreading 
from coast to coast. Workers in the city 
now need to follow up on these feelings 
and build even greater solidarity and work 
towards an intense member education for 
the serious conflicts that are clearly on the 
horizon for all of us. These include fighting 
everything from the healthcare crisis and 
wage stagnation, to environmental catas¬ 
trophes and rising poverty. In all of these 
issues a strong labor movement can be a 
powerful tool for positive change; with¬ 
out it, committed activists are at an even 
greater handicap. 



Pissed off nurses heckle scabs 




“Proud To Bo An Amoricanf 


by Robert Saleem Holbrook 

A philosopher once said patriotism is the 
last refuge of the scoundrel. I always took 
that quote with a grain of salt and never 
gave it much thought until recent events 
brought the quote to the forefront of my 
mind. As the two ruling parties continue to 
contend for power within this country, the 
political and cultural right have adopted a 
battle cry of “take America back,” as if a 
foreigner occupies the White House. Every 
day we’re bombarded with shouts that a 
radical left-wing government has seized 
power and have to suffer the protests of a 
Tea Party movement composed of grumpy 
old white people pissed off that an intel¬ 
ligent “socialist” African American was 
elected president of the United States. For 
real radicals and revolutionaries to hear 
this nonsense is really insulting considering 
that Obama is neither radical or socialist. 

As a matter of fact, Obama is probably one 
of the most moderate presidents in U.S. 
history. He‘s even disillusioned much of 
his liberal base by maintaining many of 
the policies of his predecessor, George W. 
Bush. Guantanamo remains open, troops 
remain in Iraq, the war in Afghanistan 
has been escalated, and funding for mass 
imprisonment continues. In short, little has 
changed within the United States under 
Obama. 

So what is it that has the extreme right in 
an uproar? If anything has changed within 
this country (or empire), it's perception. 

The extreme right, in particular cultural 
purists, perceive Obama’s election as a 
shift in the racial/ethnic demographics 
of the country. His election has chal¬ 
lenged and extinguished many of the 
racial stereotypes that have dominated the 
political discourse of this country since 
the era of Jim Crow segregation. The idea 
that an intelligent minority has ascended 
to the presidency of the United States is 
a difficult reality for many to accept and 
contend with, therefore they have fallen 
back on the bankability of racial animosity 
to galvanize their base and opposition. This 
racial animosity explicitly equates being an 
“American” with being white, particularly 
white male, and conservative. 

Perhaps nowhere is this animosity more 


expressed than by the so-called Barbie doll 
of the extreme right, Sarah Palin. Listening 
to this fool speak brings to mind the saying 
that “there is nothing more terrifying than 
ignorance in action.” Palin’s racial animos¬ 
ity towards Obama is at its most obvious 
when she mocks Obama as the “professor 
in chief’ and makes derogatory references 
to his intelligence and elite schooling. To 
Palin and other conservative cultural pur¬ 
ists, Obama represents the “uppity nigger” 
that has the audacity to think he’s smarter 
than white people. Palin’s speeches are 
filled with racially coded references that 
appeal to whites who believe they have lost 
control of their country. Her rants of “we’re 
tired of Obama telling us what to do and 
its time for us to take back America” ap¬ 
peals to a sense of white rage within rural 
America. 



The attacks and criticism of the cultural 
right are surprisingly simple, almost child¬ 
like, in their expression—yet it is finds 
a receptive base. It is not criticism based 
on any rational position. However, when 
you’re appealing to a person’s racial 
animosity or hostility towards another 
ethnic group your position doesn’t have to 
be rational. It only has to be emotional. It 
doesn’t have to appeal to intelligence or 
education, it only has to touch a sense of 
resentment and perceived loss of entitle¬ 
ment. Many cultural conservatives like to 
say that the left views middle America as 
stupid and uneducated. Well here’s a con¬ 
fession, that is true. The fact is to cultural 
conservatives ignorance has become a 
virtue, particularly when ignorance is used 


When Ignorance Is Virtue 


to ignore or disregard a vision of the United 
States that does not fall within their narrow 
vision of the United States. 

This idea of ignorance as virtue has found 
fertile soil on the Texas Board of Educa¬ 
tion. A recent election has placed cultural 
conservatives in power on the board and 
their first order of business was to rewrite 
the history of the United States by impos¬ 
ing a false culturally conservative ver¬ 
sion of history within the curriculum of 
children’s history textbooks. Absent from 
the curriculum is any mention of the slave 
trade, Abolitionist Movements, Women’s 
Rights, the Civil Rights Movement, and 
other struggles to abolish injustices inher¬ 
ent in the evolution of the United States. 
Instead students will be led to believe that 
the United States was born and is as pure 
as an untouched virgin. Of course this 
version fits in line with the Texas Board of 
Education’s stated intent to place “Ameri¬ 
can Exceptionalism” at the core of the 
curriculum. Therefore, under this agenda, 
the racist ideology of Confederate president 
Jefferson Davis is required reading: slaves 
in the South were treated generously by 
their masters and the opposition to granting 
civil rights to minorities was matter of the 
federal government intruding upon states’ 
rights. Archbishop Romero, who was assas¬ 
sinated by right wing extremists in Central 
America for speaking out on behalf of the 
oppressed, was erased from the history cur¬ 
riculum while the bigoted Reverends Jerry 
Falwell and Pat Robertson have their place 
within the curriculum. It appears that not 
being content with being ignorant bigots 
themselves, the Texas Board of Education 
has decided to make ignorant an entire 
generation of children who will be proud to 
be American but possess little of substance. 
Then again no one should be surprised that 
ignorance is king in the state that produced 
George W. Bush. 

As if not to be outdone by Texas, and to 
demonstrate that it was the capital of the 
Confederacy, the governor of Virginia has 
taken the absurdity of racially-based op¬ 
position to Obama a step further and raised 
the battle flag of the Confederacy by pro¬ 
claiming April Confederate History Month, 
deliberately leaving the horrors of slavery 
out of the proclamation. Under pressure, 


the governor apologized and made a late 
reference to the wrongs of slavery. This 
apology is meaningless and hollow. The 
Confederate flag to African Americans is 
just as repulsive as a Nazi flag is to Jewish 
people. Its image is insulting. The gover¬ 
nors’ use of this symbol of hate is a delib¬ 
erate strategy by the right to regain states in 
the South by reviving the racially divisive 
southern strategy that was used by Nixon 
and Reagan to win the South over to the 
Republican Party. Obama’s victory in Vir¬ 
ginia and North Carolina exposed cracks 
in the cultural conservatives' grip on the 
South. If Obama won the presidency on a 
platform of hope and diversity, the cultural 
conservatives will ensure that he loses it on 
a platform of hate and division, values that 
have deep roots in American politics. 

Perhaps most disturbing about the Con¬ 
federate History month proclamation in 
Virginia is many Virginians do not believe 
that it’s offensive to African Americans. 
They view the issue as one of heritage, 
with many having the nerve to believe 
that African Americans native to Virginia 
should acknowledge and embrace. Again, 
only ignorance or racism can create this 
type of attitude, often a combination of 
both. In today’s cultural and political 
environment it seems the louder one shouts 
they’re proud to be an American the more 
ignorant they reveal themselves to be. 

The question begs: How do you deal with 
these people? How do you contend with 
deliberate ignorance? Do you ignore it? 
Shout it down? Debate with it? Treat it 
with detestable contempt? Also, how do 
you confront it without coming across as 
an apologist for Obama, which I, nor many 
other radicals, are? I think the only way 
you deal with this mentality is to confront 
it because at its root it is the lynch mob 
mentality. There is no excuse for deliberate 
ignorance or a feigned ignorance to justify 
racially based political opposition. One 
does not have to be pigeonholed into being 
labeled a liberal or defender of Obama for 
challenging this racist conservative opposi¬ 
tion. It should be challenged because it is 
the right thing to do. Silence and indif¬ 
ference are the allies of the lynch mob 
mentality. 


Israel Attacks Flotilla continued from page 3 


vowed not to let them into Gaza. 



There were reports of passengers on 
the Mavi Marmara defending them¬ 
selves with sticks, and this seems 
to be supported by video footage of 
the assault. Nonetheless, according 
to eyewitness reports from those on¬ 
board, including an A1 Jazeera news 
crew reporting live as the assault hap¬ 
pened before their communications 
were cut, the Israeli commandos fired 
first, and it is a universally recognized 
right for ships’ crew and passengers 
to defend themselves from assault in 
international waters. 


A blood stained stretcher aboard the Mavi Marmara International condemnation was swift 


with numerous countries decrying 
the attack. Hundreds of thousands of 
demonstrators took to the streets across 
the world, including a spirited demon¬ 
stration outside the Israeli consulate 
in Philadelphia. Thousands of Turkish 
protesters tried to storm the Israeli con¬ 
sulate in Istanbul soon after the news of 
the operation broke. Turkey chartered 
the ships in the flotilla, and the majority 
of those killed were Turkish. 

Israel said it would not allow the ships 
to reach Gaza under any circumstances, 
and defended their attack as “justified” 
in order to prevent the aid from being 
delivered to “terrorists.” They went so 
far as to claim the activists attacked the 


elite commandos with live ammuni¬ 
tion, a claim that is not substantiated by 
anyone other than Israel. 

The flotilla sailed from Cyprus on May 
30th and aimed to reach Gaza by the 
morning of the 31st. Approximately 
700 activists, including a Nobel laure¬ 
ate, several European legislators, and a 
Holocaust survivor are believed to be 
with the flotilla, though information as 
to who was killed, injured, or even on 
the boats is vague as they were immedi¬ 
ately towed to Israel, and the passengers 
arrested or deported without being able 
to contact anyone. 
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Riots In Greece 
Over IMF-imposed 
Setbacks to 
Workers 

by Judas Lee 

On May 5th, all hell broke 
loose in Athens, Greece. Tens 
of thousands of people of 
all political stripes flooded 
the streets to protest the 
government’s reduction of 
public sector wages, cuts to 
pensions, and the rollback of 
pro-labor laws. In the midst of 
these riotous demonstrations, 
the firebombing of Marfin 
Bank, allegedly by anarchists, 
resulted in the deaths of three 
of its employees from suffoca¬ 
tion. 

The deaths have sparked fierce 
debates among anarchists and 
other radical groups in Greece. 

Many have spoken out to condemn the vio¬ 
lence and also brought to light many under¬ 
reported facts surrounding the firebombing. 
Since a general strike was already occur¬ 
ring throughout Athens, protestors attacked 
private property in many places that day 
without injury to workers. A group called 
The Children of The Gallery (TCTG) has 
noted that protestors had actually refrained 
from burning down several bank buildings 
where they knew “scabs” to be working 
that day. Many accounts have pointed out 
that Marfin Bank had not only forced its 


employees to work during the strike, but 
also that the building lacked proper fire 
protection and emergency exits. The work¬ 
ers had no way to escape, even as protesters 
outside tried to help them do so. One day 
after the tragic deaths, the bank workers’ 
union joined the general strike. 

The actions of the fire bombers respon¬ 
sible have led to a general persecution 
of anarchists throughout Athens. TCTG 
reports that following the incident, police 


invaded a squat, trashed a social center for 
immigrants, and made arrests in a known 
anarchist neighborhood. 

This latest wave of actions in Greece began 
with the Prime Minister’s announcement in 
late 2009 that the country’s budget deficit 
was much worse than previously thought. 
Greece would not be able to pay back its 
loans. World panic set in as loan defaults 
would mean that the economies of its 
European creditors would also be jeopar¬ 
dized. Fears over a massive domino effect 


extending to Spain, Italy, Ireland, and 
Portugal have caused stock market prices to 
plummet, creating the possibility of another 
global recession. On May 2nd, sixteen 
European nations pledged 110 billion euros 
total, or $140 billion, in a bailout pack¬ 
age to Greece coordinated by the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). In return, the 
government agreed to so-called “austerity 
measures.” 

In an article for Counterpunch.org, Mar¬ 
shall Auerback identifies the 
predicament of Greece as 
being a direct consequence 
of neoliberalization. Because 
the euro is controlled by the 
European Central Bank (ECB) 
and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) policies, Greece, 
as a euro zone nation, has no 
control over its own currency 
and monetary policy. While 
global capital has reaped 
higher profits from the euro’s 
facilitation of trade across 
borders since the currency’s 
introduction, nations like 
Greece have lost much of their 
autonomy and their ability to 
deal with crisis. 

As a result, Auerback points out, Greece 
and other nations have become stuck in a 
bind that tends towards high deficits: “Why 
do we have huge budget deficits across 
the globe? It is largely because the slower 
global economy has led to lower revenues 
(less income=less taxes paid, since most 
tax revenue is based on income, and lower 
tax brackets) and higher spending on the 
social safety net.” Austerity measures are 
likely to make things worse: “Trying to 
engineer a reduction in the deficit via aus- 



Greek protesters on May 20th 
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terity programs [...] at a time when private 
spending is still insufficient to maintain 
adequate real GDP growth is a recipe for 
disaster. It will increase the deficit.” 

Coerced by the ECB and IMF, the govern¬ 
ment of Greece is now trying to force its 
workers to pay the price for neoliberaliza¬ 
tion and bear the burdens for the contra¬ 
dictions of global capitalism. But they are 
fighting back. The May 5th demonstration 
was allegedly the largest ever to take place 
in the nation. While methods of protest will 
inevitably continue to differ, it is clear that 
the resistance movement keeps growing 
larger and stronger as more people are 
refusing to submit to powers that clearly do 
not represent their interests. 

For English translations of communiques 
from anarchist and other radical groups in 
Greece, see the blog, “After the Greek Ri¬ 
ots, ” http://www.occupiedlondon.org/blog/ 



Among the diverse array of angry 
Greeks protesting austerity and 
capitalism are of course dogs. One 
particular dog, who calls himself 
Loukanikos, has taken to the streets 
he lives on to join the mobs. Barking 
at police, inhaling copious amounts 
of tear gas and chasing rubber bullets, 
Louk apparently hasn't missed an 
Athens riot in years, first appearing 
in photos of street disturbances with 
protesters after Athens cops killed 15 
year old Alexandras Grigoropoulos 
in December 2008. Since then Louk 
has consistently pitched in, barking 
and growling at neoliberal austerity 
measures and agents of state repres¬ 
sion during times of street warfare, 
and providing comradeship on the 
sidelines. Capital has taken notice: 
riot dog even appeared on the cover 
of a recent edition of the European 
edition of the economist. 

On the internet, you can check out 
Louk and other canine rebels at 

http://rebeldog.tumblr.com/ or on 
facebook: http://www.facebook. 
com/riot.dog 




























































































Toronto Commonity Mobilization Network Organizes G8/G20 Protests in June 


(Adapted from Press Release from Toronto 
Community Mobilization Network.) 


The G8 and G20 

Summits are taking place 
in Huntsville and Toronto 
June 25 to 27. 2010 



oples’ convergence 

for Indigenous Sovereignty and J J 8 .DL 
Sif-Determination; for Migrant Justice and an 
Ulfend to War and Occupation; for Climate Justice; 
Equity and Community Control Over Resources 

www.attacktheroots.net 

» 

The Toronto Community Mobilization 
Network is a group of community-based 
organizers and allies, facilitating teach-ins, 
creative actions, rallies and demonstrations 
leading up to and during the G8/G20 Sum¬ 


mits in Toronto, June 21-27, 2010. 

“The leaders gathering at the G8/G20 
summits are a group of illegitimate, 
self-selected people whose narrow vision 
for the world is both unsustainable and 
disastrous for communities everywhere”, 
says Sharmeen Khan, a spokesperson for 
the Toronto Community Mobilization 
Network. “We are here to tell them that 
we are the many and they are the few 
- our struggles and our voices will over¬ 
come their exclusionary agenda.” 

“(Prime Minister) Harper wants to hide 
Canada’s poverty and homelessness, 
persistent attacks on Indigenous peoples 
and migrants, and the Alberta Tar Sands, 
Canada’s largest environmental disaster, 
behind fences and road blocks,” says 
Syed Hussan, spokesperson for the To¬ 
ronto Community Mobilization Network, 
“but community organizations in Toronto 
will make sure that the world sees what 
Harper is concealing.” 

“Indigenous activists, migrant justice or¬ 
ganizers, environmentalists, anti-poverty 
groups, labour unions, queer, feminist 
and disAbility rights communities are 
all gathering under the Toronto Com¬ 
munity Mobilization Network umbrella,” 
explains Khan. “People are speaking to 


each other, connecting struggles, building 
alliances and developing solutions. These 
actions and protests will be the building 
blocks towards grassroots social justice in 
this city.” 

“As Toronto’s residents with experience 
creating real solutions in our communities, 
schools, shelters, workplaces and on our 
streets, it is our responsibility to ensure that 
the marginalized voices of the billions shut 
out of these meet- m — — — — — 
ings are heard loud 
and clear,” Hussan 
adds. “We antici¬ 
pate an empowered 
people’s movement 
from around the globe 
uniting in struggles 
for real justice at the 
community level, 
joining us in Toronto 
to build a real alterna¬ 
tive.” 

The website of the 
Network, endorsed by 
over 50 organizations, 

is http://g20.toronto- 
mobilize.org 

In addition, preceding 
the actions against 


the G8/G20, a People’s Summit will take 
place June 18-20 at Ryerson University in 
Toronto to educate, empower and ignite 
positive change, through a wide array of 
workshops, presentations, skills training 
and cultural events. 

For more information, visit 

http ://www.people ssummit2010. ca 


Direct Action in Ottawa 

by FFFC - Ottawa 

On May 18th, the Royal Bank of Canada in 
Ottawa was firebombed. RBC was a major 
sponsor of the recently concluded 2010 
Olympics on stolen indigenous land. This 
land was never legally ceded to colonial 
British Columbia. This hasn’t stopped the 
government from assuming full ownership 
of the land and its resources for the benefit 
of its corporate masters and to the detri¬ 
ment of aboriginal peoples, workers and 
the poor of the province. The 2010 Winter 
Olympics increased the homelessness crisis 
in Vancouver, especially the Downtown 
Eastside, Kanada’s poorest urban area. 

Since the Olympics bid, homelessness in 
Vancouver has nearly tripled while con¬ 
dominium development in the Downtown Eastside is 
outpacing social housing by a rate of 3:1. The further 
criminalization and displacement of those living in 
extreme poverty continues apace. 

“Royal Bank Canada is one of the planet’s greenest 
companies” according to one of its own brochures. 

Coporate Kanada saw fit to include RBC as one of 
the top 50 in a competition dubbed Canada’s Greenest 
Employers, which purports to recognize organizations 
that have created “a culture of environmental aware¬ 
ness.” Yet RBC is now the major financier of Alber¬ 
ta’s tar sands, one of the largest industrial projects in 
human history and perhaps the most destructive. The 
tar sands, now the cause of the second fastest rate of 
deforestation on the planet, are slated to expand sev¬ 
eral times its current size. 

The games in Vancouver are now over, but resistance 
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continues. An RBC branch can be found in every 
corner of Kanada. 

On June 25-27 2010, the G8/G20 ‘leaders’ and bank¬ 
ers are meeting in Huntsville and Toronto to make 
decisions that will further their policies of exploitation 
of people and the environment. We will be there. 

We pass the torch to all those who would resist the 
trampling of native rights, of the rights of us all, and 
resist the ongoing destruction of our planet. We say: 
The Fire This Time. 

See the original 
communique on You 
Tube: 

http://bit.ly/9Bnd4E 


Thomas Kastrati ®'$' ® 
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Grand Jury Used Against Eco-Activists Falsely Accused of “Terrorism” 


by Layne Mullett 

On November 17th, 2009, Minneapolis 
activists Carrie Feldman and Scott DeMuth 
were jailed for refusing to cooperate with a 
federal grand jury in Davenport, Iowa. The 
Davenport grand jury was likely an attempt 
to generate indictments for an unsolved 
Animal Liberation Front action in 2004 at 
the University of Iowa. 

There is a long history of grand juries being 
used to target radical movements, including 
Black liberation, anti-colonial struggles, 
white anti-imperialist movements, and 
earth and animal liberation movements. 
Grand juries are used to generate indict¬ 
ments but do not have to be related to 
a specific “crime,” and the prosecutor 
is under no obligation to disclose what 
they are investigating. The jurors are not 
screened for bias, the prosecutor runs the 
proceedings—which happen in secret—and 
the people subpoenaed are not allowed to 
have a lawyer present in the courtroom. 

In the past decade alone grand juries have 
targeted former Black Panthers (the San 
Francisco 8, in 2005), the Puerto Rican 
Independence movement (three New York 
activists, in 2007), and several Muslim ac¬ 
tivists and earth liberation activists. Many 
of these activists served time in jail rather 
than cooperate with the state. Carrie also 
refused to testify, and was incarcerated for 
over four months although she was never 
accused of committing any crime. She was 
only released when the prosecutor decided 


her testimony was “no longer needed.” 

Scott also refused to testify and was taken 
to jail, but two days after Scott’s detention 
he was charged with conspiracy under the 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA). 
If convicted, he faces 3-5 years in prison. 
He was released on November 30th pend¬ 
ing trial (set to begin on September 13th, 
2010). AETA was signed into law in late 
2006 after being pushed through Congress 
by influential biomedical and agri-busi¬ 
ness industry groups. The law essentially 
criminalizes and defines as “terrorist” any 
activity which interferes with an animal 
enterprise’s ability to turn a profit. Passed 
in the context of the post 9-11 “war on 
terror,” AETA broadens the definition 
of terrorism and is a clear example of an 
industry using the legal system to protect 
its financial interests. 

There is no substantive evidence connect¬ 
ing Scott or Carrie to the 2004 action. At 
the time, Carrie was only 15 years old and 
Scott only 17; both resided in the Twin 
Cities. Instead, the prosecution is target¬ 
ing them for their political beliefs and the 
work they do in their communities. Carrie 
has been involved in many activist projects 
in the Twin Cities, including Coldsnap 
Legal Collective, Earth Warriors Are OK! 
(EWOK!)—a collective committed to 
supporting political prisoners, particularly 
those targeted by the Green Scare—and 
the Jack Pine Community Center (JPCC). 
Scott has been involved in the Anarchist 


Black Cross and the JPCC, and is a part of 
EWOK! He is also a member of the Anpao 
Duta (Red Dawn) Collective, a Dakota 
community journal building awareness of 
growing Dakota decolonization struggles, 
and part of Oyate Nipi Kte (The People 
Shall Live), a collective working to acquire 
land to establish liberated space for tradi¬ 
tional Dakota language, cultural, spiritual, 
and community immersion in order to plant 
the seeds of political self determination and 
sovereignty. 

Scott and Carrie’s incarceration and the 
subsequent terrorism charges against Scott 
are indicative of the length to which the 
state will go to stifle dissent and create a 
chilling effect on movements for social 
justice. While only a handful of people 
have been charged so far under the AETA 
and its predecessor, the Animal Enter¬ 
prise Protection Act, it sets a dangerous 
precedent. The continual expansion of 
what is defined as “terrorism” is intended 
to scare people away from social justice 
movements, and has already resulted in the 
detention and incarceration of hundreds of 
Muslims living in the United States, as well 
as increased repression, harassment and 
isolation of already incarcerated politi¬ 
cal prisoners. And of course, if the animal 
enterprise lobby can get a law criminalizing 
the animal rights movement, other industry 
groups could easily follow suit. The AETA 
is harmful to more than just the animal 
rights movement—activists like Scott and 
Carrie have to spend months fighting bogus 


charges while their communities face in¬ 
creased scrutiny and harassment from law 
enforcement—and it only paves the way 
for laws further criminalizing communities 
whose interests come up against corporate 
profit and power. 

The State uses repression to undermine 
resistance and to grow the prison indus¬ 
trial complex, minimizing threats to its 
own stability and feeding the need for an 
ever growing prison population in one fell 
swoop. The Davenport affair is no excep¬ 
tion. As is clear in this case and thousands 
of others, the State intends to use politically 
motivated legislation and prosecution to 
destroy our movements. And equally clear 
is that, once again, the State has misjudged 
the strength of our convictions and our ca¬ 
pacity for solidarity with each other. Carrie 
spent four months in jail rather than testify 
in front of a grand jury, and Scott faces 
years in prison. And in the Twin Cities, 
Iowa and across the country, many people 
stand with them. As the State continues 
its relentless push to lock up millions of 
people, stifle resistance and criminalize 
dissent, we can and will continue to come 
together to fight these bogus charges, the 
criminalization of our movements and the 
prison industrial complex itself. 

For more information and to find out what 
you can do, check out http://davenport- 
grandjury. wordpress. com/ 


Whites in Antiracist Solidarity 


While Philadelphia has a long and dirty history of white 
supremacist violence, Philly also has a long, strong and 
beautiful history of racial justice organizing and victories. 
Diverse participation, people of color leadership, and 
white antiracist solidarity have always strengthened this 
racial justice work, although that language has not always 
been there. In the last few years, we have seen a dramatic 
conversation about race evolving around us: from the vic¬ 
tory of President Obama to the racist, hate-mongering Tea 
Parties; from the struggle to keep libraries open and operat¬ 
ing to the escalation of xenophobia and ethnic cleansing 
in Arizona, we see race being talked about from a lot of 
different angles. 

Now, another player has stepped into the ring by work¬ 
ing to engage white people across the country in publicly 
standing against the heightened and ongoing racism that 
is taking place. Let’s Build a U.S. for All of Us: No Room 
for Racism is a national call to action and a growing net¬ 
work of white people working to counter the racism of the 
right wing as part of a larger vision of broad-based change. 
This initiative seeks to build towards an inclusive and just 
democracy and takes a strong stand that there is no room 
for racism in a U.S. for All of US! To sign the call to ac¬ 
tion go to: www.usforallofus.org 

Locally, if anyone picked up the April 22 City Paper, the 
cover story was on the presence of the Tea Parties in PA 
and specifically in the cradle of liberty, our Illadelph. 
Whites In Antiracist Solidarity (WIARS) is one local 
organization that is connected with the U.S. for All of Us 
network in voicing locally and nationally that white su¬ 
premacy was not in the best interest of our ancestors and it 

oe 


is not in our best interest now- we, white folks, need racial 
and economic justice that meets all of the basic needs of 
all people. Our local work includes ongoing support and 
solidarity with different organizations that build power in 
communities of color around the city, hosting a monthly 
potluck for antiracist dialogue and leadership development, 
as well as being a visible presence that can counter the 
misguided actions of the Tea Party and other racist white- 
led movements. We are proud to be a presence in the local 
fight for Immigrant Rights, especially pushing for an end 
to Philadelphia Police Department and Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement col¬ 
laboration, by vocalizing our 
position as European descen¬ 
dants for immigrant rights. 

For us in WIARS, taking on 
this U.S. for All of Us initia¬ 
tive has pushed us to think 
much more broadly in an 
effort to reach white families, 
communities, and individu¬ 
als in our lives, who are not 
yet involved in social justice 
work, who are being targeted 
by the Right’s messaging and 
who could be moved to take 
an active stand against racism 
and for social justice. In this 
moment when the Right is 
once again mobilizing white 
people through fear, race¬ 
baiting, and white supremacy 


we see the creation and implementation of a locally-based 
national strategy to provide a positive alternative grounded 
in a vision for a better world, racial and economic justice, 
and solidarity with people of color led movements as a 
critical contribution. 

Please take a minute to check out and sign onto the call 
to action at www.usforallofus.org For more information 
locally, email wiars.philly@gmail.com 




BP 01 Spll To Destroy Ufa on Earth As We Know It 



(Or, at least, the Ives of the people in the Gulf of Mexico) 


by Judas Lee 

Now it’s official: according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the ongoing oil spill 
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico is the worst 
in American history. 

Since April 20th, 
when the 
Deepwater 
Horizon oil 
rig exploded, 
killing eleven 
workers, thou¬ 
sands of barrels 
of oil have been 
continuously 
spewing into the 
Gulf waters. The 
exact numbers 
have been in dis¬ 
pute since the inci¬ 
dent occurred, but it 
now seems clear that 
British Petroleum has 
been grossly underes¬ 
timating the extent of 
the spill. In the past six 
weeks, its two attempts 
to cap the leaking well have failed. In the 
meantime, the company has been pouring 
tens of thousands of gallons of Corexit, a 


toxic chemical dispersant banned in the 
UK, into the Gulf to break up the vis¬ 
ible patches of oil. Workers spraying the 
chemical have reported nausea and 
vomiting, but BP has 
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chalked up their 


complaints to “food poisoning” and 
even prohibited them from wearing masks. 

As of this writing, the oil continues to 
leak, and has been making its way inland 


to beaches and marshland. The livelihoods 
of fishermen are being destroyed, and the 
negative impact on the eco-system is sure 
to be severe. 

Democrats are starting to clamor for 
the government to take over BP and 
its disaster control operations. In 
The Huffington Post, Bob Cesca 
notes that even Republican Gov¬ 
ernor of Louisiana, Bobby Jindal, 
has been changing his tune. A 
critic of President Obama’s 
health care reform bill and the 
corporate bailouts, Jindal is 
now demanding that govern¬ 
ment take a stronger role in 
dealing with this crisis. Cesca 
observes, “Now that crude 
has begun to wash upon 
the shores and wetlands of 
Republican red states, any 
superficial bumper sticker 
griping about socialism has 
been temporarily forgot¬ 
ten.” 

But this disaster defies an answer as easy 
as mild state socialism. Could the admin¬ 
istration actually do a better job? Does the 
government even have enough resources 
to safely halt the spill and take on the 
cleanup? Obama’s cautious hesitation 
throughout this ordeal is truly revealing of 


the limited options available when multi¬ 
national corporations have become as rich 
and powerful as they are. 

The long-term focus should be on sustain¬ 
able forms of energy that don’t involve 
repeated “accidents” that damage local eco¬ 
systems. In the meantime, let’s hold the 
executives and shareholders responsible for 
the damage that they’ve not only created, 
but also deeply worsened. 



A protester in NY on May 28th in front of the 
BP gas station on Houston St in Manhattan. 


MOVE Bombing continued from page from page 3 


The following is an account by a supporter 
of MOVE. We would like to thank this sup¬ 
porter 

After the Rizzo administration left of¬ 
fice and William Green became mayor it 
seemed the focus of the city government 
was Philadelphia’s Italian mafia. But 
when Wilson Goode became Mayor with 
Gregore J. Sambor as Police Commissioner 
and Leo Brookes as Managing Director, it 
was all about MOVE. 

On May 13th, 1985, here in the City of 
Philadelphia, Colony of Pennsylvania, a 
bomb was dropped killing 11 people. 6 
adults and 5 children were incinerated and 
61 houses were destroyed in a pre-planned 
and pre-meditated attack on the home of 
the MOVE organization located at 6221 
Osage Ave in the Southwest section of the 
city. 

This was done by what appeared to be the 
Philadelphia police and fire departments. 
Working in connection with other State and 
Federal agencies, they were given full rein 
on the actions and events of the day. And 
power was relinquished to them by Mayor 
W. Wilson Goode. 

Hundreds of cops were deployed in the 
area armed with all sorts of military weap¬ 
onry. And this was not the first time they 
had wanted to make this raid. 

The police had tried to get neighbors to 


leave their homes on August 8th 1984. 

(In August 8th, 1978 they had attacked 
MOVE’S headquarters in Powelton Vil¬ 
lage.) 

The night before I rode by bike to West 
Philly and stayed at the home of Wadiya 
Jamal. In the morning I went to the door 
and saw two Civil Affairs cops parked out¬ 
side. I told Wadiya she had police watching 
her house. She responded, “un un, they’re 
here for you.” I shortly thereafter got on 
my bike and headed to Osage Ave. As I 
did so the police followed me. I purposely 
went up one way streets and they followed 
close behind me. Wadiya was right. They 
apparently had orders not to let me out of 
their sight but the order was never given to 
stop me. 

It took about 8 minutes to reach 62nd and 
Osage and the area was full of police and 
news media. City Councilman Lucien 
Blackwell was there and I went up to him 
and told him of the danger of what was 
taking place. He said he had all he could 
for MOVE and it was out of his hands. The 
neighbors were told to leave their homes 
but they wouldn’t cooperate and evacuate. 

This was not the first time Wilson Goode 
had ever dealt with the MOVE organiza¬ 
tion. He had spoken with them as the city’s 
Managing Director and was well aware of 
the problem between them and the police. 
He had been asked to investigate the events 
of August 1978 and the MOVE 9, the 


political prisoners of the stand off. But he 
couldn’t see fit to give them that. 

He allowed police full control of the situ¬ 
ation. He refused to come to the scene for 
fear of his own life. This was nothing short 
of condoning murder. The next day he 
claimed full responsibility and said that he 
would do it again. But shortly thereafter 
when it became clear he had murdered 
eleven people he no longer wanted to be 
responsible. He suddenly felt the need for 
an official investigation for his benefit. 

When the question is asked as to the city’s 
reasoning for going to the MOVE house 
that day you are given a number of reasons. 
The papers called it an eviction. TV contin¬ 
ued to say the neighbors were the reason. 
Warrants were issued May 11th and signed 
by the emergency judge Lynne Abraham, 
who went on to become the District At¬ 
torney. 

The MOVE Commission hearings lead 
you to understand that the police planning 
and preparations were done long before 
the issuing of the warrants. And they had 
received the C4 used in the bomb from the 
federal government well in advance of May 
12th, 1985. They knew they were going in 
and there was no emergency. 

On May 13th, 1985 at 5.35 AM on a bull¬ 
horn in front of the MOVE house, Police 
Commissioner Sambor announced “Atten¬ 
tion MOVE This Is America...” He said 


he had warrants for 4 people in the MOVE 
house at 6221 Osage Avenue. Ramona 
Africa, the only adult survivor, was named 
in the warrants. The charges in the warrant 
were serious enough to kill eleven people, 
but not serious enough to be brought to 
open court. The only charges that were 
placed against Ramona were as a result 
of the police attack and she was made to 
spend seven years in prison for surviving. 
But nothing was ever said about America’s 
warrants as announced by Sambor. 

The attack of that day would have never 
taken place were John Africa not in the 
house. John Africa, representing himself, 
had won out against the federal charges 
that were brought against him at an earlier 
time. But this time there wasn’t going to 
be a trial. And they had no concern for the 
safety of the John Africa inspired children. 

At the press conference on May 12th, 

2010, Ramona said the city was not there 
to quell a problem between the neighbors 
and MOVE as was projected by the media. 
They were there for the sole intent and 
purpose of eliminating the MOVE orga¬ 
nization, an attempt that failed. Ramona 
went on to express that MOVE is as strong 
as ever and is seeking justice for what was 
done to them in 1985 and the release of the 
MOVE 9. 

For more info, see 

http://www.onamove.com 
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Book Review: 

Common Ground 
In a Liquid City 

by Matt Hern 



Review by Bronwyn Lepore 


“We thought of the place as a free city, like 
one of those pre-war nests of intrigue and 
licentiousness where exiles and lamsters 
and refugees found shelter in a tangle 
of improbable juxtapositions...but what 
happened is that Reagan was elected and 
the musk of profit once again scented the 
air.” -from Luc Sante’s “My Lost City” 

Kill All Your Darlings (2007) 


Freud’s final book, Civilization and 
Its Discontents (1930), compares the 
complexity of the individual psyche to 
Rome, Eternal City of layers and layers 
of architecture, history and experience, a 
city whose “long and copious past [has 
created] an entity...in which nothing 
that has once come into existence will 
have passed away and all the earlier 
phases of development continue to exist 
alongside the latest one.” This makes 
it difficult to trace what influences, 
crises, developments, made it what it is 
today and for whom. Each of a city’s 
inhabitants has his or her own set, or map, 
of memories, streets, arteries, markers, 
tribulations, traps and desires. A city is 
an urban eco-system we all contribute to, 
for better or worse. Returning from my 
first trip to Rome, with its labyrinthine 
streets, lush fountains and ancient ruins, I 
remember how dull, with its gridded street 
plan and brick houses, my city, Philly, 
seemed. Still, as always, I was glad to be 
home. I love Philly - its neighborhoods, 
backstreets, graffiti, food, music, parks, 
bars; its weather-work-wear n tear-driven 
blend of grumpiness and enthusiasm. I’ve 
ridden my bike around the city for 30 
years, and it still feels new and exciting 

OQ 


to me. But Philly has problems - one of 
the highest poverty rates of the country’s 
BIG cities, displacement, homelessness, 
gentrification, violence (“Killadelphia”), 
pollution, high unemployment rates, 
police brutality, and racial inequality, to 
name a few. Like most cities globally we 
are struggling for sustainability - human, 
economic, social, and environmental. 

What are the possibilities? Within the 
constructs of global capitalism, the push 
has been to recreate cities (consider New 
Orleans - see Mike Davis’ “Who is Killing 
New Orleans?” in The Nation, 10 April 
2006) in terms of corporate profitability. 
Corporations court city governments and 
vice versa. Over and over again we’re told 
that’s how to sustain the city’s economy: 
make the city attractive to people with 
money: “If we build it, they will come.” 
Then what? Journalist Luc Sante and 
urban theorist Matt Hern, among others, 
describe what happened to Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side in the 80’s and 90’s, 
the “‘shock treatment’ that began the 
steady displacement of community and 
flavor from the neighborhood in favor 
of gentrification. A market mentality, 
skyrocketing rents and a distinct loss of 
vibrancy.” Comcast? Casinos? Stadiums? 
Or, a city can value its people, natural and 
social environment, have ethics. 

Hern, whose new book Common Ground 
in a Liquid City: Essays in Defense of an 
Urban Future argues persuasively that 
“the only chance the world has for an 
ecological future is for the vast bulk of us 
to live in cities,” calls the relatively “new” 
and “liquid” city of Vancouver, British 
Columbia home. “Living compactly,” he 
posits, “necessarily reduces everyone’s 
footprints.” People in cities take up less 
space and use less energy, especially 
when they walk, bike and take public 
transportation. He loves his city too, 
but worries about its direction and the 
valued agenda. Using observations from 
his travels to cities, old and new, small 
and large, as a “petri dish” he reflects on 
Vancouver’s possible trajectories and 
generates ideas and goals for a more radical 
urban future: “I want planting gardens to be 
not just an aesthetic activity or an attempt 
to ameliorate capitalism’s worst excesses 
but the first punch in a street fight.” He 
is interested in how cities, Vancouver in 
particular (but his reflections are dialectical 
in nature and therefore relevant to all cities 
-1 mostly related stuff to Philly), can be 
grounded, vibrant, ecological, egalitarian, 
and habitable. 

Zygmunt Bauman’s Liquid Times: Living 
in an Age of Uncertainty describes the 
“passage from the ‘solid’ to a liquid phase 
of modernity...into a condition in which 
social forms can no longer keep their shape 
for long, because they decompose and 
melt faster than the time it takes to cast 
them, and once they are cast for them to 
set.” Bauman describes how the pace and 
process of globalization (geo-political, 
economic, technological, cultural) has 
brought about an unprecedented state of 
flux and change, creating a generalized 
sense of detachment, anxiety, fear - loss of 


stability, lack of definition - and brought a 
new set of challenges (particularly for left 
social activism). George Clooney’s Ryan 
Bingham, a character in Jason Reitman’s 
2009 film Up in the Air, is a corporate 
lackey who travels around firing people so 
corporations don’t have to do it themselves 
and is a perfect example of such liquidity. 
Disassociated from people, places and 
things, Bingham is so free-floating he 
hardly seems human. Jia Zhangke’s 
The World (2004) offers a devastating 
portrayal of a disaffected Chinese society 
navigating modern urban life. Like 
Vegas, a simulacrum of “the world” in a 
Beijing theme park offers everywhere and 
everything, nowhere and nothing. Such 
disconnection and lack of groundedness 
discourage the community stability 
necessary for action. 

For Hern, who admittedly loves to travel, 
rootedness is key. People attached to 
place are more likely to feel invested in 
it; if a place nurtures us, as cities can do 

- with creativity and energy - we nurture 
it back; it’s symbiotic. A real city can’t be 
a corporate simulacrum for the wealthy 
“people with little attachment and few 
civic bonds...global consumers rather 
than citizens who care about the place as 
more than an investment or temporary 
stopping point.” “Cities have to be made 
solid,” and that means commitment, active 
participation, and community-building. 
Some of which, of course, takes time. One 
problem with Vancouver, Hem notes, is 
its lack of density and common spaces. 
Visiting Istanbul, a city of dense urban 
vitality, Hern senses the commonality 

of a strong collective urban memory, a 
constant flow; inhabitants fill the streets 
every night “and most of the activity takes 
place in unofficial rhythms and colonizes 
spaces intended for something else: 
impromptu cafes on street corners, simit 
sellers in every alley, tea vendors on the 
sidewalks, fishing off the Galata Bridge.” 

In contrast, he notes later in the book that 
the restrictions for park use in Vancouver 
are so over-regulated, a frisbee can’t be 
thrown outside of a slated area. “Great 
cities,” he says, “are built bit by bit by a 
huge number of actors, not by planners 
or developers.” People need to resist the 
increased regulation of human behavior 
in cities, which becomes more likely 

- consider Central Park, London’s hyper¬ 
security and Hern’s chapter “Sustaining 
Privilege - Portland, Oregon” - the more 
gentrified and “precious” a city becomes. 

Considering what makes a great, vibrant 
city, alongside de-regulation, Hem 
looks to Montreal and answers “funk”: 
Montreal is a “participatory city” with 
“so much flexibility and so much mixed- 
use everywhere.” The corporate city 
de-funks, creating sameness and “safety” 
for the comfort of the upwardly mobile. 
“Our public spaces need less grasping 
govemmentality, a lot fewer mega-projects. 
And more emergent and incremental 
growth,” writes Hern, “more flexibility 
and a lot more room for a real democratic 
urban tradition to grow. There’s just no 
funk in endless glass towers and sanitized 


parks.” Cindy Milstein, Hern’s co-educator 
at Montpelier, Vermont’s Institute for 
Social Ecology (see also founder Murray 
Bookchin’s writings) argues, in “Reclaim 
the Cities,” that “deciding what to do with 
streets in general - say, how to organize 
transportation, encourage street life, 
provide green space, and so on - should be 
a matter open to everyone interested if it is 
to be truly participatory... It is time to move 
from protest to politics, from shutting down 
streets to opening up public space, from 
demanding scraps from those few in power 
to holding power firmly in all our hands. 
Ultimately, this means moving beyond 
the question of ‘Whose Streets?’ We 
should ask instead ‘Whose Cities?’ Then 
and only then will we be able to remake 
them as our own.” Both are looking for a 
“radical plurality of values” which rejects 
sameness, but finds commonality in terms 
of the desire for a healthy, vibrant and just 
city: “physical place is the basis for all 
community and all ecological thinking.” 
Like Milstein, Hern suggests that active 
civic participation, social networks and 
norms of reciprocity can revalue city life, 
so that “everyday people can construct a 
good and vibrant life beyond careerism, 
privilege, or a fixation on monetary 
accumulation.” 

Yesterday, I checked out the Kinetic 
Sculpture Derby in the Kensington section 
of Philly, a good example of the kind of 
funk Hem’s talking about. Kids, adults, 
families, young, old, multi-racial, punks 
and greens, proudly rode bike sculptures 
they’d created from dumpstered and crafted 
materials through the streets to the cheers 
of onlookers drinking locally made beer. 
Vendors sold handcrafted goods and old 
men stepped out of bars to clap. City art 
collectives are working to make art - both 
creating and getting - more accessible 
to all, subverting middle-men and art’s 
reification. In West Philly large groups of 
kids gather weekly in Clark Park to play 
at “knights” using handmade styrofoam 
swords. Spiral Q’s Peoplehood Parade 
celebrates those who bring the city its life. 
Collective urban gardens are springing 
up everywhere and Kensington Welfare 
Rights Union continues its fight for the 
rights of the homeless to squat or “reclaim” 
vacant space. All of these are examples of 
what gives the city its spirit - outside of 
capitalism. 

Another chapter “Where the Rapids Are,” 
which focuses on Fort Good Hope, Sahtu, 
Northwest Territories, a settlement of 
550 people, finds Hern pondering another 
aspect he sees as key for a sustainable 
city: the kind of resiliency and community 
found in this longstanding, indigenous 
community. Hern started a youth exchange 
project between “non-Native low-income 
kids from East Van and Native Kids 
from Good Hope to travel, work and live 
together for a few weeks” each summer 
and to foster a Native/Settler conversation. 
On his many visits he’s noticed the 
“cultural strength and solidarity” of 
the people and believes that a similar 
solidarity, overcoming the antagonism 

continued on the next page 





Anarchism and Its Aspirations 


[Anarchist Interventions) (Paperback) 

by Cindy Milstein 
Review by James Generic 

One of the most common questions I hear 
is people asking for nice books that provide 
a basic idea of what anarchism actually is 
and what it stands for. I finally have a book 
by someone who’s written it recently—and 
is still alive—so this is the one I’m going 
to recommend. Anarchism and Its Aspira¬ 
tions by Cindy Milstein is a short, concise 
but great intro text which can be read in a 
few hours. The book paints anarchism as a 
hopeful school of thought that sees the best 
in humanity while recognizing that central¬ 
ized power and inequality do bad things to 
the human condition. Milstein points out 
what anarchists are for as well as the usual 
idea of what they are against, freedom “to 
choose” as well as freedom “from wants” 
(something that liberalism and capitalism 
both miss by overemphasizing one over the 
other). 


Anarchism also poses the way to do it, by 
organizing from the bottom up as demo¬ 
cratically as possible instead of top-down, 
working to change things in the here and 
now as well as visioning a better world. 
Anarchists traditionally have tried to live 
the change they want to see, prefigur¬ 
ing their politics in their organizations. 
They also actively work to create spaces 
that envision what they’re looking to 
create, like social centers and infoshops. 
Anarchists also recognize that there is a 
democratic impulse within people and 
that often revolutions come about when 


this impulse reaches a breaking point, only 
to be later crushed by the people who take 
power in the name of the revolution, as can 
be seen in the French Revolution, Russian 
Revolution, Mexican Revolution, Spanish 
Revolution, or more recently in Gwangju, 
South Korea. Anarchism is anti-state and 
anti-capitalist, a libertarian form of social¬ 
ism, and shares a similar vision with groups 
who do not consider themselves anarchists, 
like the Zapatistas, council communists, 
autonomous marxists, or the situationists. 
And one of the nice things, Milstein points 
out, is that anarchism leaves room for 
disagreement beyond that, especially in the 
forms of emphasis, whether it be on class 
struggle, racial politics, women’s libera¬ 
tion, queer liberation, ecological justice, or 
some combination of these and more. 

I’ve called myself an anarchist for nearly a 
decade now, and I’ve got to say that this is 
probably the best recently published book 
I’ve read on anarchism, and deserves to be 
placed among the classics. 



Liquid City continued Student Leans 

from previous page continued from page 4 


often felt between city and rural folks, and 
within cities themselves is possible if a 
critical mass of us can stay put for awhile. 

A put-your-money-where-your-mouth- 
is activist educator, Hern isn’t a utopian 
and he doesn’t posit an “ideal” city, but 
his book offers valuable insights and 
motivations for pushing towards more 
livable, equitable and ecological cities, a 
survival imperative. “Is there the political 
and ethical will to work toward sustainable 
cities that are based on local knowledge 
and local economies or must cities simply 
roll over and show their belly to the global 
marketplace?” he asks. Only we can answer 
that question. I think Philly’ s up for the 
challenge. We’re a resilient bunch. 

Matt Hern founded the Purple Thistle 
Center, an all-ages youth-run community 
center for arts and activism. He has a PhD 
in Urban Studies and lectures at a number 
of universities. He also started Car-Free 
Vancouver day - an event that clears the 
city of cars and brings out 150,000. His 
website is: www.mightymatthern.com 


(ICR), and Standard (10-year) Repayment 
plans. 

Periods when the borrower has a calculated 
payment of zero in IBR or ICR (this occurs 
when your income is at or below 150% of 
the poverty level for your family size). 
Periods on or after July 1, 2009, when the 
borrower has been granted an economic 
hardship deferment. 

For more information, visit http://www. 
ibrinfo. org/what. vp. html 
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Revolt On Goose Island: 

The Chicago Factory Takeover, and What 
it Says About tho Economic Crisis 


what's happening to them is 
reflective of what's happening 
across this economy.” 
-PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA 
on the workers at Republic 
Windows & Doors 




by Kari Lydersen 
Review by James Generic 

Revolt on Goose Island is a blow 
by blow account of the occupation 
at the Republic Windows & Doors 
factory in December 2008, when 
the US economy rapidly collapsed 
and workers were being thrown 
out of their jobs by the hundreds 
of thousands. When the workers at 
the factory were told that they were 
being left without jobs suddenly 
and without any notice, they said, 

“Enough is enough” and fought for 
at least some severance money. 

Lydersen does a pretty good job 
of bringing the story down to the 
real with emphasis on the people 
involved and with background on 
the situation, the company, Bank of 
America (who had cut the company 
off of financial credit shortly after 
taking billions of dollars in emer¬ 
gency taxpayer money through TARP), and 
the union. Lyderson does a great job em¬ 
phasizing that the only reason the workers 
were able to pull off an occupation was be¬ 
cause they had a strong, democratic, mem¬ 
ber-driven union in the United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, 
a small progressive union of about 35,000 
with a rich history of militant action. 

Lyderson also does a great job painting a 
portrait of why the workers decided to go 
after Bank of America when it was really 
the company’s fault. The economy had 
soured people’s moods towards the finan¬ 
cial giants, and the company, which was 
being incompetently run by its owner, kept 
trying to blame the bank, and so the union 
put pressure on him to show his finances by 
targeting Bank of America. 


In the end, all sorts of politicians, includ¬ 
ing president-elect Barack Obama, came 
out in support of the workers. It was the 
right thing to do, at the right time. Usually, 
factory occupations, which are common in 
other countries, have a hard time in the US, 
where private property laws reign supreme 
even over people’s lives. But at this mo¬ 
ment, the mood of the country was with the 
workers. 

The Republic Windows & Doors Work¬ 
ers had a happy ending, getting everything 
they fought for, and the factory itself has 
started to re-open after a year, re-hiring 
those workers who stood up and emerged 
as heroes in those days in December. 


Courtroom continued from page 5 


sabotaging these cases and helping shield 
the DOC from accountability and scrutiny, 
Lockard and his ilk ensure that the cycle of 
brutality continues. 

For people whose Constitutional rights are 
violated in prisons, this scenario is all too 
familiar. If you are bringing a pro se suit 
against the DOC, you may very well find 
yourself saddled with a Lockard of your 
own! With this in mind, we offer the fol¬ 
lowing suggestions: 


cases have they tried? How many have 
they won? Make them give you actual 
numbers! 

• Ask them what they expect to gain 
from representing you? If they say 
something other than “justice”, 

or if they cannot give a credible 
explanation, stay clear. 

• Ask them if they will fight for you! If 
they don’t say something in the spirit 
of “fuck yeah!”, you may be better off 
on your own! 


• Ask your (prospective) attorney 
detailed questions about their 
experience in litigating civil rights 
trials on prison issues: How many 
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^ Thursday June 10th 

Roots of Steel: Boom and Bust with 
Deborah Rudacille 

Wooden Shoe Books 704 South Street 
7 p.m. 

Saturday, June 11th 

Anti-Racist Action Benefit Show 
LAVA, 4134 Lancaster Ave. 

7 p.m. -11 p.m. 

Monday June 14th 

Guns for Global Warming with Peter 
Gelderloos, author of How Nonviolence 
Protects The State 

Wooden Shoe Books 704 South Street 
7 p.m. 

Wednesday June 16th 

Documentary Screening - Outside the 
; Law: Stories from Guantanamo 
Robin's Book Store 110AS. 13th Street 
| 6 p.m. 

Monday June 21st 

MOVE Hearing: 

| Criminal complains against perpetrators 
I of ‘85 bombing 

I Criminal Justice Center 1301 Filbert 
9 a.m. 


June 17th-June 20th 

Allied Media Conference 
"A laboratory for Participatory Media" 
Detroit, Ml 

http://alliedmediaconference.org 

June 17th-June 20th 

Socialism 2010 Conference - “Ideas 
for a Changing World” Chicago, Illinois 
Speakers: Tariq Ali, Mike Davis, etc. in 
Oakland, California July 1-4 

June 22nd - June 26th 

U.S. Social Forum 
"Another World is Possible, 

Another U.S. is Necessary" 

Detroit, Ml 

http://www.ussf2010.org 
Sunday June 27th 

New Sanctuary Movement Public Forum 


South Philadelphia 
Time and Location TBA 

www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org 

Sunday June 27th 

Beyond Spoken Word 
Poetry Soul Connection Philly 
For more info contact Raymond Tyler 
at soulconnectionphilly@gmail.com 
Requested donation $7, no one turned 
away. 

Robin's Book Store 110AS. 13th Street 
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. & 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sunday July 4th 

Film Screening: Born in Flames 
Wooden Shoe Books 704 South Street 
7:30 p.m. 

Saturday July 11th 

LAVA Open House 

Meet the organizations at LAVA Space 
with food and film showing 
4134 Lancaster Avenue 


Aim High 

Bomb the Penta^o!? 

PH . 
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Noon to 8 p.m. 

Saturday July 17th 

Kicked Out 

A Book Release on Homeless LGBTQ 
Youth with Editor Sassafras Lowrey 
Wooden Shoe Books 704 South Street 
7 p.m. 

Friday July 9th 

Disarm TV Fundraiser Party 

Video Shorts, food, drinks and music. All 

ages welcome 

LAVA Space 4134 Lancaster Ave. 

6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Friday July 23rd 

Uses of a Whirlwind Movement, Move¬ 
ments, and Contemporary Radical Cur¬ 
rents in the United States with the Team 
Colors Collective 

Wooden Shoe Books 704 South Street 
7:00 p.m. 

July 30th-July 31th 

The 7th Annual Black Women’s Arts Fes¬ 
tival @ The Rotunda, 40th and Locust 

Ongoing 

Dirty Lady Time Internet Radio Show 

Only Female Voices 

Sundays 1-3 p.m. on Voltaradio.com 

www.podomatic.com/dirtyladytime 
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Food Not Bombs 

In a country hungry for war, that bombs 
countries hungry for food... 

Rain or shine: Servings are Sundays at 
5:00 p.m. and Mondays at 7:00 p.m.. 
across from the Free Library on Vine 
Street between 19th and 20th Streets. 
In West Philly: sharings happen every 
Wednesday @ 5 p.m.-CEDAR PARK 
(50th and Baltimore) 
for more info, see http://www.laurae- 
vangelisto.net/PhillyFNB/ 

ACT UP 

Weekly Meeting Every Monday from 


6:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m. St. Lukes 
Church; 330 
S. 13th St. 

(between Pine & 

Spruce) Email: 
actupphilly@ 
critpath.org for 
more info. 

Books Through Bars 

Packing Cafe Every Tuesday from 7:30 
p.m. - 9:30 p.m. The A Space; 4722 
Baltimore Ave. E-mail: info@book- 
sthroughbars.org for more info 


Defenestrator Movie Night 

Last Thursday of every month at 
Firehouse Bicycles at 8 p.m. 

50th & Baltimore to benefit the 
defenestrator prisoner mailing 
Call for info (215)727-9692 or 
info(at)firehousebicycles.com 


International Concerned 
Family & Friends of 
Mumia 

Interested in being 
involved in the campaign 
for Mumia’s release either 
email icffmaj@aol.com or 
call 215 476 8812 
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LAVA 

The Lancaster Avenue Autonomous 
space is a center for radical media and 
organizing located at 4134 Lancaster 
Ave. in the Belmont Neighborhood of 
West Philly. info: 215.387.6155 or info@ 
lavazone.org * lavazone.org 

A-Space 

A collectively run anarchist gallery and 
meeting/community space. Events are 
free and generally start at 7:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted. Accessible by 
the 34 trolley. Plenty of parking for 


cars and bikes. They pass the hat to 
cover rent. 

4722 Baltimore Avenue Philadelphia, 

PA 19143 

215.727.0882 a-space@defenestrator. 
org 

Wooden Shoe Books and Records 

Anarchist bookstore owned and run by 
an unpaid collective of geniuses with 
nothing better to do than sit around talk¬ 
ing philosophy and riots. Carries a wide 
range of anarchist and radical books, 
periodicals, pamphlets, T- 


PRAWN RF(Philadelphia Regional 
Anti-War Network) 

Meets 1st Tues. at Local 4, 
AFSCME, 1606 Walnut. 

6:30 p.m. -9 p.m. 


shirts, patches, CD's records etc. 

704 South Street Philadelphia, PA 
215.413.0999 woodenshoe@rocket- 
mail.com 

Firehouse Bikes- A worker owned col¬ 
lective bike shop. 50th and Baltimore 

The Divine Bicycle Church - Bike 
repair co-op at Neighborhood Bike 
Works. Tools, advice and recycled parts 
available. Every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday from 6:30 p.m. -9 p.m. 


www.prawnworks.net 
Wooden Shoe Books 
People's movie night 

Free movie screenings held every 
Saturday at Wooden Shoe Book Store. 
7:30 p.m, 

704 South Street 
215 413 0999 

Write On! 

Prison Letter Writing Night 

6pm Wednesday Nights at LAVA 
215.921.3491 

hrc.philly.support@gmail.com 


40th and Locust Walk, behind St. Mary’s 
Church 

Crossroads Women's Center- open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10a.m.-2 p.m. 
or by appointment 

33 Maplewood Mall, Germantown 215- 
848-1120 

The Friends Center - American Friends 
Service Committee HQ. Contains meet¬ 
ing spaces and offices for a gazillion 
different entities. 

1501 Cherry Street 


















